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VOLUME III, Number 6. June, 1921. 


C. Me A. Office Moves to Clarksburg, W. Va. 





The business office of the City Managers' Association change on July lst 
from 1812 Trib.ne Building, New York to City Hall, Clarksburg, W. Va. for 
the past three years The American City has generously furnished the associa- 
tion with a New York mailing address without charge. The courtesy is appre- 
ciated and acknowledged. The acceptance of the managership at Clarksburg 
by the executive secretary explains the cause of transfer. 











EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 





Postcard questionnaires are enclosed herewith in order to secure a general 
"hurry up" referendun as to the location of our 1921 convention city. Early 
replics from everyonc, whether members of the association or not will be 
valuable to the exccutive committee in its task of choosing the city which 
will assure the largest attendance and in drafting a program to meet the 
wishes of those who plan to attend. Nominations were requested in the last 
issue of the Bulletin. Invitations have been receivod from the citics listed 
on the card. The middle of November will probably be favored by the committee 
as the most popular time for the meting. Former meetings have been held 
in the following citics in the order named: Springfield, 0.; Dayton, 0.3 
Springfield, Mass.; Detroit, Miche; Roanokc, Vae; Indianapolis, Ind.; 


HOT SPRINGS GIVES Up MANAGDR PLAN 





Hot Springs, Ark., after four years of uphill fighting has discontimed 
the citr-mmavor form of government and returned to the aldcrmanic systeme 


Thas 17 Uns virst cause on resord of a regular sity-monacer chartcr being 
rescitvicd. Cecor1sge R- Belding, secretary of sxc Fasinors Mon’s League and 
formes]; cit.- murager, in a racent lettcr,. points out the denger of letting 


the sv cilied “botter citizens" go to sleep on the job. He writcs: 


"To po'iticians had never for a moment ccased thcir 
efforts frum the beginning to discredit the city manmezgcr 
rlan cf covoronent. They had a very able ally in the 
aoyo™ Wac wou avvious to return to the cii condition of 
{hissss 2 orae> that his appointive power mins be restcred. 
Ihe; snueceaceed in clecting friendly represcntatives and 

a fricngly senator who introduced & special bill asking 
for a rcti2rcudwn vote to decide whether to return to the 
aldermanic form or to rctain the city mana¢ecr plan. The 
clection was called just at the height of our scason when 
everybody was extromely busy and only two weeks time was 
given to hoid the cloction. The result was just as we had 
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anticipated, there were about 1400 votes that were not 
cast at all, but the aldermanic side of the question voted 
their full strength. We lost by 40 votes. There was very 
deep regret on the part of the business element of this 
city but they awakened to a realization of the facts too 
late and I am sure as time moves on the mistake which 

has been made will be more keenly felt." 


"SHAKEUPS”" 


Dayton, Ohio is reported by an opponent of the manager plan to be on the 
verge of returning to its old federal chartcr. It is claimed that 18,000 
voters have signed the roster of the "Dayton Taxpayers' Protective 
Association" which is pledged to extcrminate city manager government. 





Niagera Folls, N. Y. holds an olcction June 17 to decide whether the city 
managcr plan shall be siven up in favor of the mayor-alderman typc. Both 
sides of the fight predict victory. 





At Otsego, Mich., petitions are being circulated asking the removal of the 

city manager, the elimination of the position of menager and the increase of 
the memborship of the city commission from throc to five - A paving contro- 

versy is said to be the prime causc of the trouble. 





E. Te icnowell which would have ne id up a $2,000,000 bond issue and has 
dissolved the injunction granted on the contention that the present charter 
is incifective because the former chartcr had been amended within two ycars 
of the .doption of the now cherter. The city conse uently wins. 


In Wyoming, the attempt of Shoridan to sccure the manager plan by cdoption 
of tho rocently enacted optional city manager law has been halted by docision 
of Jucsc James H. Burgess that certain provisions of thc act are unconstitu- 
tional.  - r and Choyenno are wondcring whethcr to proceed with thcir plans 
for chactcr eloctions or wait until the lew can be amended. 


In Minnesota, the attorney general has ruled that, under the state constitution, 
a city manager cannot be an administrative officer of a city. 





APPOINTVENTS 


Pasadena, Calif. C. W. Koiner, who for some timo had served as Pasadena's 
city comptroller and manager of the mmicival light plent, has been appointed 
city manngor at a salary of $10,000. 





Sacramento, Calif. Clyde Le Seavey, who has made an cnviable record as a 
member of the state board of control of California and as chairman of the 

state tax commission has been appointed city manzger. Mr. Seavey is a newspaper 
man by training, having scrved as managing editor of the Pasadena Star News. 

His salary is placed at $10,000. 





Ocala, Fla. Le B. Me Konzic is Ocala's fourth city manager, following 
Re Me Martin who resigned last year. 





Atchison, Kans. Bert C. Wells, for the past four years manager at El Dorado 
became Atchison's first city manager May 16th; salary 34,500. 
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Belleville, Kans. i. M. Slopansky, formerly county superintendent of 
public instruction has been chosen city manager, taking office May 9th. 





El Dorado, Kans. J. E. Caton follows Bert C. Wells as city manager; salary 
35,000. 





Salina, Kans. Fred W. Sefton, formerly assistant city manager at Wichita, 
ani affiliated with the City Managers' Association, is now city manager at 
a salary of $4,200. Mr. Sefton served at Wichita successfully as secretary 
to Manazer L. Re Ash, as finance director, and as assistant manager under 
Le We Clanp oy 





Stockton, Kans. Se Se Smith a local resident has been appointed city 
monaser to take office July lst; salary 42,100. 





Wichita, Kans. Earl C. Elliott, vice president of the /ichita ater Co. 
took office as Wichita's 4th city manager June 1; salary 6,000. 


Bay City, Mich. H. %. Stickle of Avalon, Pa. hes been appointed city 
manager; salary 36,000. Mr. Stickle is a retired ormy officer and wes cat one 
time in cherge of power plant and waterworks construction for the government 
on the Pannma Canal job. ‘there were more than 100 applicants for the 
position of manager. 





Sturris. Miche Re D. Ballcw, electrical ensincer tnd mannger of the 
Westir.rouse branch ot Grand Rapids, Mich. has been appointed city mancger 


under . two year contract calling for a sclary of $3,300, this year and 33,600 
the second. Mr. Ballew has the distinction of being the first mm to 

follow his father's footsteps by entcring the new profession. J. W. Ballcw 
was city manager at Hickory, N. C. some years ogo-5 


ory... lie, Moe FF. P. Robinson, electcd mayor April 5th, has been appointed 
city minager by his fellow commissioners, as was his predecessor, W. 0. Garrett. 
He hoids the dual position of mayor and managcr. 


Xenia, Ohio. T. H. Zell, city auditors, has been nomed acting city mannger 
to fill the position vacatcod by the promotion of Kenyon Riddle until the 
election of a now commissioner next fnll. 





Duncan, Okla. On March lst, John F. Elwell was appointed manager at a salary 
of 3,000 to succeed R. W. Cline. 





Pewhuska, Okla. The courts finally upheld the valicity of Pawhuska's 
commission-manager charter adopted last summor and R. L. Plunkett of Coffeyville, 


Kansas--2 contractor by trade, has been appointed city manager; salary, $4,800. 





Nashville, Tonn. Contrary to reports which were published in the last issue 
of the Bulletin, the city manager of Nashville is Felix Z. Wilson--a prominent 
business man,--and not formcr Mayor Wm. Gupton. 





Houston, Tox. Population 138,076. C. E. Belk has been appointed "City manager" 
by Mayor Holcombe, taking office Junc lst. Houston is operating under tho 
Commission plan end the position of minager has been created by ordinance. The 
salary is roported as 35,000. Houston is the 37th commission governed city to 
provide for a city manager, andis the largest of the "ordinancc-manager" class. 
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The incoming city commission has not named a permanent manager-~ 
as was anticipated, but has appointed Mayor John 1:. Gholson, as acting manager. 


Ranger, Tex. 





Clarksburg, W. Va. Harrison G. Otis re-enters the city manager field after 
@ "vacation" of two and one-half years as Clarksburg's first city mameger; 
salary 36,500. Mr. Otis formerly served as manager at Beaufort, S. C. and 
Auburn, Me., and has, since 1919, been a member of headquarters staff of 
Community Service (Incorporated) 





Wheeling, W. Vae Homer Crago, formerly city clerk succeeds Chas. 0. Ephlin 


as City manager; salary 36,000. 





SMALL ILLINOIS CITIES MAY HAVE MANACERS 


at. 





Commission-manager government has entered a wedge in Illinois through the 
vassage of a law in April permitting cities with populations of 5,000 or less 
to adopt the manager plan by referendum. 


MORE "POSTPONZMEN TS" 





The voters have turned down adoption of proposed city-maneger charters in 
the following cities: 


Marianna, Fla.; Anderson, Kokomo, Marion, Muncie, New Albany, Princeton, 
Ind.; Canton, Ohio; Chandler, Okla.; Beloit, ‘vis. Evidently the heading: 
"Indians Cities ant Managers" appearing in our lest issue was premature. 


NEW MEMBERS AND SUBSCRIBERS 





Memb 


rs 


i) 


Ralph D. Ballew, city manager, Sturgis, Mich.°* 
Harry J. Goodale, town manmacer, Middleboro, Mass. 
We Pe. Goodman, city manager, Rock Hill, S. C. 

D. Hardy, city manager, La Tuguc, Pe. Q., Canada. 
N. Ae Kemmish, city managcr, Alliance, Nebr. 

P. T. Mitchell, city manager, Haton Rapids, Mich. 
Re Le Plunkctt, city man.ger, Pawhuska, Okla. 

Re We Sticklc, cit; manager, Bay City, Mich. 


Subscribers: Richard Biehl, civil engineer, Akron, Ohio 
Je We. As Bollung, student, Scattle, Wash. 
D. A. Garden, engincer, St. Louis, Mo. 
P. Ae Manker, business mn, Chattanooga, Teme 
H. F. Portcr, industrial engineer, Now York 
We H. Smith, Parkersburg, W. Va. 
E. Ae Zcisloft, cirector, public scrvice, Akron, 0. 


Se ka ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kok 
OPENINGS 
Lone’ Bench, Calif. A novel method is bcing pursucd in publishing in the news- 
papers, tho names and qualifications of candidates for the position of manager- 
Election to choose tho first commission is to be held Juno 14. The charter 
stipulates a minimum salary of 37,500 for the manager. 


Colorado Springs, Colo. The renks of applicants for the position of manager 
have been thinned down to a half dozen men. 
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Ft. Myers, Fla. The commission to be elected June 26 will 
proceed at once to choose a manager. a. P. Vaughn, the city clerk, 
requests applications. 





Lake City, Fla. On June 2nd by a vote of 3 to 1, a commission-=- 
manager charter was adopted and the first commission of 5 elected. The 
commission takes office at once and is looking for & manager. 





Miami, Fla. Population, 29,549; adopted its commission-manager 
charter by a substantial majority on Ifay 17. It is significant that the 
margin of ments votes was opposed to the new plan, while the women's support 
was so strong us to override the handicap. 





Punta Gorda, Fla. The legislature hes approved the new charter and 
the first commission of three members will be elected July 12. 





Michigan City, Ind. Commission-manager government was adopted 
June 7, to become effective in Janucry 1922. 





Benton Harbor, Mich. A commission-manager charter was adopted 
June lst. The commission will b. elected in July. 





Durham, N. C. Wo decision has been reported as to choice of a 
permanent manager. H. We. Eucffner has becn namcd as temporary manager. 





Morganton, N. C. R. ©. Claywell hes resigned as city managor, giv- 
ing as his reason his refusal to approve the stcbe of subordinates sclected 
by the city commission wi.ich under the charter holds -1l appointive powers. 
The charter of Morganton was one of the first attempts at crvcating the 
manager form of sovernment and lacks many of the ndvantages developed lator 
by cther cities. 





Ardmore, Okle. The first commission under ardmore'’s new charter 
was clectcd Ilay 24th. «= city manager is now being sought. 





Lawton, Okla. Ten candidates cre still under consideration. 
Appointment will be announced soon. 





Rapid City, ©. ¥. The appointment of 2 city maneger has not yet 
been reported. 





Morganstown, “. Vo. Population 12,117. Commission Manager 
Charter adopted Juno 7, goes into effect July l. 





ERRORS 


Two errors appearcd in the lnst issue of thc Bulletin. The 
Salary of the manager at Rock Hill, S.C. is £5,500 «nd the new 
Cahadian manager town is La Tugue. 
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